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Abstract: 

This study titled "An Exegetical Study of the Verses of Allah's Utterances as 

Narrated by His Righteous Servants and the Disbelievers" examines the 

interpretation of the contents of these verses with the aim of understanding their 

meanings and studying the surrounding Quranic context. It is a scholarly 

exegetical study.The study consists of two main sections preceded by an 

introduction and followed by a conclusion and recommendations. The first 

section discusses the theoretical framework of the Quranic utterance, the 

righteous guardian, and the disbeliever within the linguistic and terminological 

concepts. The second section focuses on the contents of the verses of Allah's 
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utterances as narrated by the righteous servants and the disbelievers, their 

interpretation, and their role in conveying the message and guiding people. 

From these verses, general faith-based meanings and teachings are derived, 

which are conveyed by the words of Allah through the mouths of prophets and 

messengers to understand the divine message they convey in order to achieve 

reform and proper guidance for society. 

This study relies on several methodologies, including deduction, induction, and 

analysis, to analyze the verses and extract the concepts and teachings contained 

within them, aiming to derive the most important results. The study aims to 

reveal the importance of the verses of Allah's utterances in the Quran and their 

role in guidance and direction, in order to achieve a deeper understanding and 

better application of Islamic teachings in our worldly lives. The study has 

reached several conclusions, the most important of which is that studying the 

verses of Allah's utterances in the Quran contributes to expanding religious 

knowledge and understanding Islamic doctrine. 
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Abstract :

The researcher sheds light on the personality of Mirza, Jawad Al-Tabrizi, who is 

considered one of the most prominent scientific and jurisprudential figures 

defending the Islamic system. He was one of the prominent figures of the 

scientific of  the twelve Imam and at the forefront of the great jurists . He was 

devoted to obedience to Allah and self-denial. He devoted all sincerity to Islam, 

and spending time to spread the knowledge of Islam. and informing its  

provisions

Sheikh Al-Tabrizi was distinguished from an early age by perseverance in 

seeking knowledge, and he attained the degree of diligence with excellence at 

the end of the second decade of his life.  Who is referred to with pride in his 

grace and piety  
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https://web.archive.org/web/20190519045742/http:/alfeker.net/authors.php?id=1525
https://web.archive.org/web/20190519045742/http:/alfeker.net/authors.php?id=1525
http://alfeker.net/authors.php?id=1525
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Abstract: 

Environmental pollution is considered at the forefront of the issues of the 

modern era, and Islam has taken the lead in protecting and preserving the 

environment. And the phenomenon of desertification , not to mention the many 

economic phenomena accompanying it and helping to the state of 

environmental damage, such as poverty, unemployment, loss of food 

security...etc. 

التشریعي  في تأسیس نظام لحیاة المجتمع الإسلامي الأفضل
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تعد قاعدة حفـظ النظـام مـن المبــاد  العامــف يــل التیــالاس اميــممل لمــا لنــا مــن احــا  ا ــ       
على كايف امصعدة  مننا منس تل ث الن اء، ياميـمم یــدد  بیــكص صــاام علــى كــص م قــي لاــ د  

 الى الفياد  امخمص بالنظام

 معنى القاعدة  -1

النظام يل اللغف ه  )ما نظم يلاه الیلء من خلاط  غلااه ،  قلاص هـ  الخـلاط الـذ  لانـتظم به الل ل   كص -
ــن منظــ ا  ــاه ينــ  نظــام ،  نظــام كـــص امـــا ممكـــه ) اب ــ   غلا ــه الل ل ــتظم ب    12ه  ج1414خــلاط لان

 ( 578ص

 النظــام يل امصطمح : )عبــااة عــن المد نــف التــل تنــتظم م ادهــا  خص صــلااتنا يــل خـــلاط -
 ( 717م   ص2015الحكمف  العدالف  المصلحف( ) الفاحل   

مفاد القاعدة :) انه لاجـ  يعـص كـص مايلاـه مصـلحف  يلاـه حفـظ للنظـام العـام الـذ  لابتنـل عللاـه بقـاء النـ   
 ( 340م   ص2017هم اليلاايلاف  امقتصادلاف  امجتماعلاف ( ) المنص ا  امنيانل يل ام ا

 مداك القاعدة -2

 من الكتا  الكالام  -
 

 ادت العدلاد من املاات القاآنلاـف الكالامـف التـل ت ـم يـل طلااتنـا مفن مـاً لحفـظ النظـام  اهـم هذه     
امنفاص  ﴿َ الَّذِلانَ كَفاَُ ا بعَُْ نُمْ أَْ لِلااَءُ بعَْضٍ  إمَِّ تفَْعلَُ هُ تكَُنْ يتِنْفٌَ يلِ الْْاَْضِ َ ييََادٌ كَبِلااٌ﴾)ي اة: املاات
( ،  مفاد الآلاف الكالامف )ان لم تفعل ا ما اماتم به من  ملاف الم منلان  قطـس الاابطـف مـس  73  املاف 

حصـــاة يـــم لاحــق للكـــايالان ان لاـــدخل ا يـــل نيــلاج المجتمـــس الكفـاا ، يالعمقــات من
(  505  ص5ه ج1428لاحـــق للميلملان ان لادخل ا يل نيلاج الكفاا( ) الیلاااز    الإيـــممل  م

عالى عن لاننى ت (  56ي اة امعااي   املاف ( قاص تعالى :﴿ َ مَ تفُْيِدُ ا يِل الْْاَْضِ بعَْدَ إِصْمَحِنَا﴾
الإيياد يل الْاض ،  ما أ اه بعد الإصمح ! يإنه إذا كانت الْم ا مایلاف على اليداد ، حم  قس 
الإيياد بعد ذلك ، كان أ ا ما لاك ن على العباد . يننى الله تعالى عن ذلك ،  أما بعبادته  دعائه 

َ مَ تبَْغِ الْفيََادَ يلِ  قاص تعالى : ﴿ ( 55 ص4م ج1988() ابن كحلاا   الت ا  إللاه  التذلص لدلاه
َ مَ لاحُِ ُّ الْمُفْيِدِلانَ (﴾ ) ي اة القصص   املاف  تطل  الفياد يل الْاض  ()أ  م 77الْْاَْضِ ۖ إنَِّ اللََّّ

باميتعانف بما آتاك الله من ماص  ما اكتيبت به من جاه  حیمف ان الله م لاح  المفيدلان لبناء الخلقف 
 ( 77  ص 16م   ج1990الطباطبائل    ( ) على الصمح  امصمح

 

لابـد  ان هنـاك تیـدلاد  م قـي جـد  بخصـ ص أ    بعد امطم  علـى هـذه النصـ ص الكالامـف    
تصاي قد تك ن آحااه  يلبلاف لا د  إلى الفيـاد  اخـتمص النظـام العـام ممـا لا كـد علـى  ـا اة 

  ج   حفظ النظام  عدم امخمص به مطلقا
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 من الا الاات   مننا  -1
: )ذلك القاآن يايتنطق ه  لن لانطق  لكن أخبـاكم عنـه  (عللاه اليمم )ما  اد عن الإمام أملاا الم منلان

ه 1443علم ما لاأتل ،  الحدلاث عن الما ل ،  د اء دائكم ،  نظم ما بلانكم( ) الا ـل   . أم إن يلاـه 
ـــمم ( : )) د  ا 54 ص2  ج ـــه اليـ ـــه ) عللاـ ـــه ( ، ق لـ ـــص  د ائـ ـــداء الاذائـ ـــد بالـ ـــم (( لاقصـ ء دائكـ

لــز م الف ــائص العلملاف  العمللاف التـل ایـتمص عللانـا القـاآن مـن القـ انلان الیـاعلاف  الحكمــف اليلاايــلاف 
 .العالم  ايتقامف أم اه  التـل بنـا نظـام 

 أهلل  من بلغـه كتـابل بتقـ   الله  نظـم أمـاكم ،  )أ صـلاكما  جملاـس  لـد  (عللاه اليمم ) ق له  -
 ( 76 ص3ه   ج1443( ) الا ل    صمح ذات بلانكم

: صاح جملـف مـن الفقنـاء علـى  جـ   حفـظ النظـام  جعلـه مـن ال ــا الاات العقللاــف  امجما  -2
كـــان الإنيـــان   ينبلان بعض اق النم  )ان حفــظ النظــام مــن الكمــامت ال ـــا الاف خص صـــاً اذا

م لاــ من حاجلااتــه بنفيه ، بص لا مننا بمجم   ايعـاص بنـل ادم مـن هـذا م بـد مـن إقامـف ادنـى مااتـ  
لاعــد لــز م حفــظ النظــام مــن الْحكــام الكللاــف ( ،) 64م   ص 2019) اليــند   التبــادص( الــنظم للتعـــالا  

بـص العلـف يـل تیـالاس كحلاـا مـن الْحكـام بـامخص  املنلاف  الق انلان العامف الیاعلاف  ه   اجـ  قطعـا
ه   1411لاكـ ن مقدمـف لـه( )ناصـا الیـلاااز     الحـد د  التعز لاـاات هـ  لحفــظ النظــام يلاجــ  مــا 

( )  ان حفــظ النظــام مــن ا جــ  ال اجبــات ،  ان اخــتمص الْمـــ ا  النـــاج   المـــاج  500ص
 187 ص1م   ج2000() المنتظـا    ند الله  م لاتم حفظ النظام ام بالحك مفامیلااء ع مــن ابغــض 

) 
: ) لاعـد حفـظ النظـام  ـا الااً  بـدلانلااً  هـ  مـن اهـم مـا اهـتم بـه الیـاا  المقـدس   ا جبـه  العقص-

 ( 548 ص2م   ج2000ة( )المنتظا    الجملاس  بذلك تج  مقدماته بحكم العقص  الفطا علـى 
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Abstract: 

This study examines how to construct sequential novels in contemporary Iraqi 

literature, and discusses the importance of using this type of narrative 

construction in arousing the interest of readers and keeping them glued to the 

narrative of the story. And better through the large successive parts over time, 

as well as help to communicate different ideas and concepts to the reader, and to 

understand the world in which they live, and the study of this type of 

personalities helps to understand the relationships and events and produce the 

different meanings that the text controls, and thus a better understanding of 

contemporary Iraqi literature And established the future in this field. 



ي لسنة المجلد الساب ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023ع ملحق العدد الثان 

50 
 

 

                                                           

(
1

 . 225:  2010تونس,  -معجم السرديات, محمد القاضي واخرون, دار محمد علي للنشر (
 .  228-227: 2010تونس,  -معجم السرديات, محمد القاضي واخرون, دار محمد علي للنشر( ينظر: 2)
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Abstract : 

Structural structuralism sought from the beginning to try to reconcile the social 

formula of the texts with the internal formula of the texts, as it gathered a set of 

foundations from which it started to enter into the depths of the literary texts. 

and semantic structures, understanding and interpretation) these foundations 

come together to find out the basic formula for formative structural analysis, 

and this is what this research will reveal  .  

mailto:banhussain97@gmail.com
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 Abstract   
 The aim of the research is to identify the difference between the students of the 

research sample in awareness  With the structural responsibility on the scale as 

a whole and on each of its fields, the research sample consisted of (136) male 

and female students from the fourth stage students of the Department of 

Chemistry at the College of Education for Pure Sciences Ibn Al-Haytham in 

Iraq for the academic year (2022-2023) for the morning and evening studies, 

i.e. (65%)  ) from the research community were chosen randomly, and the 

research tool was represented by a scale of (40) paragraphs, distributed in five 

areas (responsible environmental behavior, responsible environmental decision-
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making, the trend towards environmental protection, awareness of 

environmental issues and problems, and participation in solving pollution 

problems  environmental), and its validity and reliability were verified. The 

statistical bag for social sciences (SPSS-22) was adopted to analyze the data. 

The statistics showed that there is a statistically significant difference between 

the students of the research sample in favor of the hypothetical average on the 

scale as a whole and on each of its fields (inter-responsible behavior,  

Responsible environmental decision-making, the trend towards environmental 

protection, awareness of environmental issues and problems, and participation 

in solving environmental pollution problems) This means that there is a 

weakness in awareness of environmental responsibility, and in light of the 

results, many recommendations were presented, most notably the interest of 

scientific research in the field of environment, pollution risks and scientific 

visits  And the field of various sites and laboratories with environmental impact 

and vulnerability and the preparation of evaluative scientific reports on the size 

of the environmental impact. 
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@gmail.comsarakamalawad

Abstract: 

      The judiciary is the true picture that reflects to us the extent of the 

development of nations, because it represents an important pillar of the state in 

terms of applying justice and equality between people, and through its 

conditions and the employment of people who are suitable for this job in order 

to give the true picture between the justice of God Almighty and the need of the 

creature, so religion overflowed Islamic security and security for the individual 

from the source of his giving and law. 

The study was divided into several axes, the first axis is concerned with the 

judiciary linguistically and idiomatically. 

 And the second axis is the conditions of judges, in terms of knowledge of 

Sharia rulings as well as the soundness of the senses and the sufficiency that he 

has the power to implement the right himself, and finally: the appointment and 

dismissal of judges according to Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi. 

mailto:sarakamalawad9@gmail.com
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ABSTRACT: 

This research revolves around a personality mentioned in the three 

heavenly books (Judaism, Christianity and Islam), known as (Enoch-Enoch-

Idris). What does his travel include? What are the churches that recognized 

him? Is there a difference between the Book of Enoch and Enoch in the Dead 

Sea Scrolls? For all the questions raised, we decided to write about this study, 

which contained two demands in its contents, the first: the biography of Enoch; 

The second requirement: Enoch in the Dead Sea Scrolls. 







ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

122 
 





ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

123 
 

 

 

  (Livingstone, ,p. -  ; 

Oxford, ,p. )



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

124 
 



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

125 
 







ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

126 
 

 



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

127 
 



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

128 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

129 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

130 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 í

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.htmltestament/-criticism/new-elkommos/biblical-takla.org/books/helmy-https://st

c-james-https://ndias.nd.edu/fellows/vanderkam

-El-Kanoneya-El-Asfar-El-Apocrypha-Deuterocanon/Deuterocanon-g/pubtakla.or-https://st

.html-index---Tanya

--Bible-Holy-The-to-Related-Questions-Answers/-VS-Questions-takla.org/FAQ-https://st

real.html-it-is-Septuagint-Apocrypha-Deuterocanon-Mokaddas/-Al-Ketab-Al

f.htmlelkommos/biblicalcriticism/index-takla.org/books/helmy-https://st

https://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/ 

https://st-takla.org/books/helmy-elkommos/biblical-criticism/new-testament/24.html
https://st-takla.org/books/helmy-elkommos/biblical-criticism/new-testament/24.html
https://ndias.nd.edu/fellows/vanderkam-james-c./
https://st-takla.org/pub_Deuterocanon/Deuterocanon-Apocrypha_El-Asfar_El-Kanoneya_El-Tanya__0-index_.html
https://st-takla.org/pub_Deuterocanon/Deuterocanon-Apocrypha_El-Asfar_El-Kanoneya_El-Tanya__0-index_.html
https://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/01-Questions-Related-to-The-Holy-Bible__Al-Ketab-Al-Mokaddas/003-Deuterocanon-Apocrypha-Septuagint-is-it-real.html
https://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/01-Questions-Related-to-The-Holy-Bible__Al-Ketab-Al-Mokaddas/003-Deuterocanon-Apocrypha-Septuagint-is-it-real.html
https://st-takla.org/books/helmy-elkommos/biblicalcriticism/index4f.html
https://st-takla.org/books/helmy-elkommos/biblicalcriticism/index4f.html
https://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/11002
https://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/11002


ي لسنة  ()مجلة كلية الإمام الكاظم 
 هـ1444-م 2023المجلد السابع ملحق العدد الثان 

131 
 



 

Abstract: 

The Al-Kuttabi Institution is considered one of the most important educational 

institutions from the pre-Islamic era to the Islamic eras, as it is the nucleus and 

basis of education. Being dedicated to teaching boys the correct foundations of 

reading, writing, the Holy Qur’an, arithmetic, poetry, and the rest of the 

sciences that suit their age, and the starting point for the teacher is through 

teaching the boy the Holy Qur’an, then he graduates in education commensurate 

with the students’ mental level, and it remained in this manner throughout the 

Islamic ages. At the beginning of its existence, this institution was dedicated to 

teaching boys to read and write, since the majority of the teachers were from the 

People of the Book. When Islam came, the teachers of the books became 

Muslims and refused to teach their children the People of the Book, and their 

parents decided to teach their children in Muslim libraries, and successively 

private books appeared.  
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As for the private books, the teacher was called in them the term (the polite), 

which is derived from the discipline, which appeared for the first time in the era 

of the Umayyad state, as education takes place within the palaces of the caliphs, 

princes, and private ones because the rulers of the Umayyads concealed 

themselves from the general public and the measures they took. Concerning 

education materials in private books, they do not differ from public books 

represented by reading, writing, memorizing the Holy Qur’an, arithmetic and 

some basic subjects, with the exception of some subjects that the caliph imposes 

on the teacher in educating his children so that he can bear the affairs of the 

caliphate
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Abstract  :  

The relationship between the first three founding brothers Imad al-Dawla and 

Rukn al-Dawla and Ahmad Mu'izz al-Dawla was based on respect, obedience 

and listening brother to brother, but after the death of Ahmed Mu'izz al-Dawla, 

conflicts and splits occurred in the Buyid house, if the first rift and conflict 

between the sons of the Buyid family between the sons of the Ahmed Mu'izz al-

Dawla This family struggle for power has continued since the death of Ahmed 

Mu'izz al-Dawla until the fall of the Buyid state at the hands of the Seljuks. 
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Abstract:  
In this research, we will discuss the concepts of Orientalism and religious 

pluralism, their emergence, and the beginning of their emergence, in addition to 

the most important insights of philosophers about religious pluralism, and what 

are the basic foundations for it, and by shedding lights on the sect he presented 

about Orientalism and religious pluralism, and be objective and neutral away 

from moisture . projective method. 
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Abstract : 

   The judicial authority undertakes the task of adjudicating various disputes 

between members of society, whether they are natural or legal persons, public 

or private, especially since they have been provided with the means and 

guarantees that guarantee the fulfillment of their rights on an equal basis. 

    Perhaps the most important of these means is the lawsuit, where the right to 

litigation has become one of the matters guaranteed by the law of every country, 

but the civil judiciary is not automatic, but it is the responsibility of the right 

holder to carry out multiple procedures starting with submitting the judicial 

request to the competent court until the final judgment is issued. The applicant 

is called the plaintiff, and he is the one who raises the dispute against the other 

party, who is called the defendant, and the dispute may develop through the 

intervention or inclusion of others for the purpose of litigating the original 

parties or joining the side of one of them, or to litigate the judgment by 

objecting to the ruling issued in the lawsuit, so each party is an opponent of the 

other party Because the lawsuit proceeds with one party, otherwise the legal 

reality has proven that there is confusion in the event of identifying the 

intervening party in some civil lawsuits  .  
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Abstract : 

The Fatimids were not satisfied with their conquest of the Egyptian lands, 

and their desire for that geographical area was not only fulfilled. Rather, they 

were looking at the broad horizon and the great goal, which is the general 

caliphate of the Muslims, which was determined at the time in Baghdad, and 

they considered Egypt as a station for them to reach it, and this came from the 

words of the Fatimid caliph Al-Muizz li-Din Allah (341-365 AH) to the 

Messenger of the Byzantine state that was previously talked about “(And I tell 

you You will enter Baghdad and I am a caliph.”) In order to fulfill this desire, 

al-Mu’izz must annex the Levant to the possessions of the Fatimid caliphate, to 

make it a bridge; In order for him to reach Baghdad, the capital of the Abbasid 

Caliphate, that is, in fact, Egypt was, in the eyes of the Fatimids, a station for 

them, and the Levant a bridge connecting them to the capital of their rule, which 

is Baghdad. 

mailto:Karrar1020@gmail.com
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Abstract

Ambiguity is a pervasive linguistic phenomenon in any communicative event. 

According to many scholars, it is a functional property of language that allows 

for greater communicative efficiency. Ambiguity in language use, however, is a 

problematic issue since it impedes patent language processing and smooth 

interpretation. It causes confusion of ideas as one struggles to decide on the 

precise meaning intended behind the utterance. Thus, it deserves to be 

investigated especially if it is found in specific contexts such as Talk Shows. On 

the other hand, Harvey’s Talk Show is a famous TV program that enjoys high 

rates of views on television and on the Internet. It is a program that presents 

solutions for social life problems introduced by guest people in the program. 

These problems could occur to any one of us and this is why the show is well-

known worldwide. Accordingly, the language used in this show is crucial to be 

investigated. This paper aims to identify how ambiguity is manifested in the 

language of Harvey’s show in terms of pragmatics and what functions it 

presents. Ten extracts characterized by ambiguity are selected to be scrutinized 

in light of the pragmatic paradigm. Analysis reveals that ambiguity in Harvey’s 

shows is achieved via breaching the cooperative maxims of Grice in the first 

place. It is revealed that ambiguity in these shows functions as a strategy to 

convince hearers of the adopted point of view and to add a flavor of excitement 

to the show.  

1. Introduction  

The traditional view holds that ambiguity is a misuse of language 

communication. This hinders normal communication since it has a negative 

impact on the communicative process. In recent years, linguists maintain that 

ambiguity is a communicative strategy that aims to achieve a communicative 

intention when it is used effectively in a specific context. Such use is certainly 

conscious and thus, ambiguity is intentional and it is considered an efficient 

communicative strategy. It occurs when the “communicator intentionally 

distorts the other party’s speech intention in order to achieve a certain 

communicative purpose and attain a specific communicative effect” (Hung, 

mailto:leena.saad1203a@coeduw.uobaghdad.edu.iq
mailto:Wafaa_1972@yahoo.com
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2020, p. 2). From the perspective of pragmatics, ambiguity refers to the 

conscious use of vague, indirect, or ambiguous words to express multiple 

illocutionary forces to the addressee in the specific context. The aim is to 

achieve a communicative intention where communicators use language flexibly 

and skillfully to accomplish an illocutionary force in discourse. This is why 

Empson (1949, p. 1) claimed that using ambiguity is a sign of wittiness and 

deceit. This paper investigates ambiguity in Harvey’s Shows from the 

perspective of pragmatics to find out how it is manifested. Moreover, it aims to 

explicate its function in the context concerned.  

2. Theoretical Framework

2.1 Theorizing Ambiguity 

The word ‘ambiguity’ is derived from Latin where ‘ambiagotatem’ is a 

combination of ‘Ambi’ and ‘Ago’. Each means ‘around’ or ‘by’. Thus, 

ambiguity hovers around doubt, or uncertainty (Atlas,1989, p. 2). Ambiguity is 

said to be as natural as natural languages and language uses themselves. It is 

associated with linguistics, philosophy, and cognition. Linguists are concerned 

with sentence analysis; philosophers think of meaning in terms of production 

and interpretation whereas the cognitive aspect cares about ambiguity 

processing. It is argued that “ambiguity arises because the number of items that 

form vocabulary of any human language is much smaller than the number of 

realities that the vocabulary items are supposed to depict to make human 

language meaningful and functional”, as Pehar (2001, p.4) avers. This means 

that expressing thoughts requires more symbols or words so as to establish 

reality. Cohen (2006) presents the various theories that explain why language is 

ambiguous, yet he put his own point of view as follows: “The reason for the 

ambiguity of language remains a puzzle. We simply do not know why language 

is ambiguous”. To Chomsky (2008, p. 135), ambiguity illustrates that natural 

language was “poorly designed for communicative efficiency”. 

Hartman and Stork (1976) assign ambiguity to a word when it refers to an 

unclear choice between different ones, as found in a dictionary. In a similar 

vein, if a sentence is parsed differently, it is said to be ambiguous. Cruse (1986) 

distinguishes between a ‘general’ word and an ‘ambiguous’ one.  For instance, 

“I visited my uncle yesterday”: the word uncle may refer to my mother’s brother 

or to my father’s brother. Thus, it is a general term that covers possibilities 

regarding the one concerned. Moreover, the state of the relative does not affect 

the conversation between the speaker and the hearer. In the sentence “I went to 

the bank”, the word bank is ambiguous in terms of sense distinction: ‘financial 

institution’ or ‘side of the river’. The same lexical unit has two different senses 

which is the source of ambiguity. Pehar (2001, p.3) explicates that ambiguities 

are “difficult to define precisely because of their ambiguous nature”. He 

believes that the definition of ambiguity adopted by many linguists as “an 

expression is ambiguous when it has more than one meaning and it is used in a 

situation or context in which it can be understood in at least two different ways” 
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is incomplete. Pehar (2001, p.5) claims that an expression is termed ambiguous 

when it generates two different, incompatible, and unrelated meanings. In 1930, 

William Empson presented a comprehensive description of ambiguity 

definitions and types in literary works. In his 2014 edition of the book, however, 

he modified his earlier definition of ambiguity as “any verbal nuance, however 

slight, which gives room for alternative reactions to the same piece of language” 

(Empson, 2014, p. 5). Thus, a word or a grammatical structure is termed 

ambiguous if it can be effective in several ways.  

Accordingly, the operational definition of ambiguity adopted in this research 

paper is that all utterances which are not understood directly and clearly at first 

glance or bear more than one interpretation and the context is a crucial aspect in 

elucidating the entire intended meaning of the sentence are considered 

ambiguous. 

It is worth differentiating between ambiguity and vagueness. The first refers to a 

word or phrase that has at least two meaningful senses in a context while the 

second refers to a word or phrase that is not clear (Scheffler, 1979, p.10). The 

sentence “three–year–old teacher needed for preschool” is ambiguous because 

either the advertisement looks for a teacher with three years of experience or it 

might be looking for a teacher to teach children whose age is three years old. 

The example “nurse needed for preschool” is vague since there are many kinds 

of nurses, and the same job is certainly not available for all of them.  

2.2 Processing Ambiguity 

The main goal of language comprehension is not solely to decode the semantic 

content of sentences, but rather to grasp what speakers intend to communicate. 

Ambiguity is a natural phenomenon that characterizes language use. A message 

which has been encoded by using lexical expressions is first decoded, as 

relevance theory hypothesizes. When the speaker conveys a message to the 

hearer, the message can be understood, with the least cognitive effort 

(processing cost). This means that communicators try to optimize the cognitive 

system, by using minimally sufficient lexical expressions to avoid applying 

unnecessary processing effort. Once the receiver understands a message as 

expected by the sender, the receiver stops further processing (Sperber & 

Wilson,1995, p.269). It is a truism that language comprehension is an act of 

communication. 

Several cognitive explanations of ambiguity were discussed. The most 

important of which is the possibility that ambiguity reduces the memory 

demands of storing a lexicon. As ambiguity fits within the principle of least 

effort, it could be understood by considering the competing desires of the 

speaker and listener (Zipf, 1949).  Accordingly, ambiguity is a desirable 

property of a linguistic system because it potentially allows for greater overall 

ease of processing. Efficient communication of thoughts via language entails 

that utterances are optimally compressed and thus may look ambiguous. 

Speakers rely on the fact that listeners have the necessary background 
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knowledge to decode any message. Piantadosi et al. (2012, p.280) argue that 

“ambiguity allows for greater ease of processing by allowing efficient linguistic 

units to be re-used”. Two properties of ambiguity are beneficial. When the 

context is informative about what is being communicated, unambiguous 

language is redundant with the context and therefore inefficient. Ambiguity 

allows the re-use of words and sounds which are more easily produced or 

understood (Piantadosi et al., 2012, p.285). Ambiguity does sometimes serve a 

communicative function when speakers wish to be ambiguous intentionally. The 

example of a dinner guest who says “Nothing is better than your cooking” to 

express a compliment and an insult simultaneously is a good illustration.  

2.3 Functions of Ambiguity  

Using ambiguity is inevitable and unescapable in language. However, it may 

function differently according to its context and to different genre types. 

Ambiguity is desirable in the literary language where the writer opts to be 

ironic, sarcastic, satiric, humorous, or contemptuous (Empson, 2014, p. 3). In 

scientific writings where clarity is always required, ambiguity is taken as a point 

of weakness. In news headlines, ambiguity motivates the readers to continue 

reading the news story. It creates a humorous effect, attracts the attention of 

receivers, triggers curiosity or it could say something without actually saying it 

(Khalifa, 2018, p.4). Thus, each genre is peculiar in the function of ambiguity it 

adheres to. 

In Talk Shows, communicators may use ambiguity to produce humorous 

communication effects (Huang, 2020, p. 4). It can be a sign of euphemism in 

sensitive situations. One important source of ambiguity in Harvey’s shows is the 

slang language he uses. English slang is usually used in informal language 

(Muhartoyo and Wijaya, 2014, p.197). It is used to achieve social dynamics 

between the communicators as slang tackles social spaces and attitudes. It helps 

in the construction and identification of social groups and identities. Ambiguity 

may function as a way to convince others with a point of view easily and 

clearly. It can be used to show exaggeration or simply to make language more 

efficient. Ambiguity can be used to add variety and color to our speech, 

emphasize a point, or make a point more memorable. It might be employed to 

avoid embarrassment in sensitive issues.

 

2.4 Pragmatic Manifestation of Ambiguity   

Ambiguity occurs when one word, expression, or sentence has more than one 

meaning. It is claimed that all communication is ambiguous unless the context 

is informative about the full meaning (Piantadosi et al., 2012, p.280). 

Nevertheless, the context can be ambiguous sometimes. It needs to be resolved 

by shared knowledge and background information. Words have multiple senses. 

Language users have to determine what meaning is intended according to the 

context. Lexical items have different parts of speech which entails other 

meanings. Again, context resolves what is intended. In English, even 
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morphemes can be ambiguous out of context. The morpheme -s can mean -s 

plural (book-books), third person singular -s (run-runs), or possessive -s (Suzi’s 

car).  Phonological ambiguity comes from homophones as in the homophones 

“too, two, and to”. Syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic ambiguity is frequent in 

communications because ambiguity can occur at all levels of linguistic analysis. 

Linguists have not agreed on a sole classification of ambiguity in language. 

Two broad categories of ambiguity have been specified: lexical and syntactic, as 

Chomsky (1965), Hartman and Stork (1976), Palmer (1984), and Cruse (1986) 

expound. Cushing (1997, p. 104) explains that ambiguity may appear “in the 

way words are pronounced, in their meanings, in the tonal qualities, and in the 

way they are structured to make a sentence”. Thus, ambiguity can be found in 

phonetics, semantics, and syntax. Pragmatic ambiguity, on the other hand, is the 

ambiguity of a word or phrase as used in a particular context. Zelta (2014) states 

that pragmatic ambiguity occurs when a sentence has several meanings in the 

context in which it is uttered. This may result from ambiguity in speech acts, 

ambiguity in presuppositions, referential ambiguity, or ambiguity resulting from 

breaching the Grecian maxims. In cases of implicature, the speaker intends to 

communicate more than just the literal meaning. Interlocutors need to have 

access to additional relevant information to understand the intended meaning of 

the utterance (Lewis, 2013, p. 3). For instance, “It is hot here” can be 

ambiguous. It might represent an indirect request to open the air conditioner or 

just a statement that the weather is hot in this place or a complaint. Ambiguity 

in presuppositions appears when speakers mark linguistically the information 

that is to be taken for granted, and such information can be interpreted in 

various ways (Zelta, 2014). The sentence, “I love you too” can have two 

different interpretations: First: “I love you just like you love me”. Second: “I 

love you just like someone else does”. Referential ambiguity occurs when an 

anaphora can take its reference from more than one element each playing the 

role of an antecedent. Anaphora includes pronouns, definite noun phrases, and 

some forms of ellipsis (Levinson, 1983). In the example, “The trucks shall treat 

the roads before they freeze”, the antecedent to the anaphora ‘they’ can be either 

‘trucks’ or ‘roads’. 

Empson (1949, p. 6) argues that puns, ironies, metaphors, and even digressions 

result in ambiguous sentences. All these figures of speech appear when the 

cooperative principles of Grice (1975, p.34) are breached. The four super 

maxims for this principle are: 

1. Maxim of quantity: make your utterance as informative as required, not more 

or less.  

2. Maxim of quality: do not say what you don’t believe to be true or lacks 

adequate evidence.  

3. Maxim of relation:  make relevant contributions.  

4. Maxim of manner: avoid using ambiguous or obscure expressions, and be 

orderly and brief.  
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Accordingly, whenever communicators do not adhere to the manner maxim, 

they create ambiguity. They may sometimes break these maxims, intentionally 

or accidentally which leads to implicatures (Grice, 1975, p.49). Conversational 

implicature is the meaning that is conveyed by the speaker and recovered as a 

result of the hearer’s inference (Cutting, 2002, p.36). It requires knowing the 

context of utterance, and background knowledge to infer the implied meaning 

from what is said even when it is not part of what is said. Hence, it will be open 

to multiple interpretations (Grice, 1975, p.58). Conventional implicatures, on 

the other hand, are derived from the meaning of specific linguistic 

constructions; for instance: “He did not study hard, but he got high marks”. In 

this example, the conventional implicature occurs via the use of ‘but’ since 

getting high marks entails hard studying. Thus, the implied meaning is created 

by the use of discourse connectives (such as therefore, because, and, but, even, 

yet, and the like) (Yule, 1996, p. 44). However, the main concern of this paper 

is the conversational. In a similar vein, idiomatic expressions are one crucial 

source of ambiguity in language use. They constitute a special category of 

lexical items with a fixed structure, a greater rigidity represented by ready-made 

structures, and a specific behavior in language use (Liontas, 2018, p.127-128). 

According to Strässler (1982), idioms are functional elements of language, 

namely, as a pragmatic phenomenon, i.e., something that is judged from the 

perspective of language users. Idioms, metaphors, or other figures of speech are 

violations of the maxim of manner which entails that communicators should 

avoid using ambiguous or obscure expressions in their communications. All 

idiomatic expressions can manifest their metaphorical meanings by flouting the 

maxims as they are not literally true; for example: “He kissed the dust” means 

literally “He kissed the ground” and the implicated meaning is: “He died” 

(Baalbaki, 1967, p.504). Besides, the relevance maxim (Be relevant) is flouted 

as there is no relation between the literal meaning and the implied meaning. 

Thus, all idiomatic expressions are considered ambiguous (Ahmed & Ali 2007, 

p.463). Accordingly, it is worth clarifying that the sentence is considered 

ambiguous in this research if more than one interpretation appears on the 

surface, or there is a breaching for one of the Gricean maxims, or the sentence is 

not comprehended at first glance easily and quickly. 

 

3. The Analytical Part 

This section presents the data and its analysis. The data under investigation is 

five extracts taken from Harvey’s Talk Shows.   

3.1 Methodology of the Study 

This research is a qualitative kind of study. It is concerned with fetching a 

number of extracts that are characterized as ambiguous to find out their 

pragmatic representation. Moreover, the function of being ambiguous is 

discussed in each instance to find out the functions of ambiguity in talk shows 

and specifically in Harvey’s shows.  
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3.2 Data Collection and Description  

The collected data are extracts taken from Harvey’s Talk Shows. These extracts 

seem to be ambiguous. They are collected from the Internet. The transcripts of 

the videos are taken from YouTube. In these shows, Harvey hosts some people 

to display their problems in front of an audience. A large number of videos have 

been checked to find out the extracts where ambiguity appears and hinders the 

direct comprehension of these exchanges. Each video is provided with the link 

from which it has been taken. The ambiguous utterances are underlined, 

explained, and analyzed in terms of pragmatics.   

It is important to mention a brief history of Steve Harvey, the famous American 

comedian, actor, author, and TV host who started his career in stand-up comedy 

routines. In 1996, he starred The Steve Harvey TV Show where he played a 

music teacher. Harvey’s radio show, which presents advice to callers 

concerning life situations and relationships, inspired him to write books like 

“Act Like a Lady, Think Like a Man” (2009), which became a best-seller. He 

wrote some other books later on. He manages his own show named Steve TV 

Show, which is aired worldwide. He receives people with some social problems. 

He presents solutions for those problems which everyone can find inspiring and 

useful. This is why his shows are highly viewed worldwide. The language and 

presentation used in these shows are distinct (Bauer, 2023). This is the rationale 

behind scrutinizing the language of these shows in terms of pragmatic 

ambiguity.  

3.3 Illustrative Analyzed Examples  

Extract (1):  https://youtu.be/Gq_ZheWm08M 

Woman: “I have this 21-year-old, that's my baby. She thinks I'm overbearing 

but I'm a protective mom. When she leaves to go out, I have to have a telephone 

number, where she's going, who's she going with. I have to have their telephone 

number and that's not even talking about dating. The boy has to give me his 

phone number, and his email, I have to meet his parents. How do you feel about 

this Steve?” 

Harvey: “Your children's wings work. You have to let'em use'em. You can't 

monitor her like that. You gotta let her fly”. 

Explanation and Analysis 

This is an exchange between a woman and Harvey. At the beginning of the 

dialogue, the woman presents her problem that she is an overprotective mother 

the thing that her daughter does not like. Harvey answers using an ambiguous 

sentence at first glance. When he says that “Your children's wings work”, he 

refers to children as birds; they have wings and they need to fly. Harvey uses a 

metaphor and refers to the daughter as a bird and she has her own life. She is an 

adult and she can manage her life independently. He refers metaphorically to 

the freedom that the mother should give to her daughter to live her life as an 

independent person. Through this intentional ambiguity, Harvey wants to be 

more convincing. He tries to convince the mother to let her daughter feel free 

https://youtu.be/Gq_ZheWm08M
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just like a bird that cannot live in a cage and be happily imprisoned there. 

Sooner or later, our sons will fly from our cages and leave us to start their own 

new lives alone. Introducing this metaphorical picture might allude to the idea 

that Harvey wants to give a softened image of his idea by comparing the 

children to birds which are fragile creatures that need care and love. He wants 

the mother to be soft with her daughter by presenting the image of the bird. 

 

Extract (2) https://youtu.be/H3cLi6AVQKQ 

Woman: “I am a very outgoing person; I am the life of the party everywhere I 

go. I love to sing; I love to dance. However, I am a very spiritual being; my 

question is, how do I balance being okay with being myself, going out, living my 

life, but also still like, having that same respect, that the average woman does, 

can you help a sister out please?.” (Audience clapping) 

Harvey: “What are you all clapping for? “You can't dress one way and not get 

perceived that way” 

Explanation and Analysis 

In this exchange, the woman is ambiguous by using the idiomatic expression 

“the life of the party” which means someone who is very lively and amusing at 

parties or any other social gatherings. She wants to emphasize the idea that she 

is a very lively person at every party she attends. She means that she loves life, 

dancing, and singing. On the other hand, she is a spiritual person who loves to 

be respected and dignified which is contradictory. When Harvey says “What are 

ya'll clapping for?”, he issues a directive speech act which is an indirect 

ordering. He wants the audience who liked the woman’s words to stop clapping. 

This is not a question that needs an answer. The implication is that the woman 

did not say something that deserves clapping. Harvey did not say to the 

audience “Do not clap”; instead, he criticizes the woman indirectly saying that 

she is telling contradictory ideas. The function of this ambiguity is euphemism. 

Another ambiguity is found in the word “dress”. Harvey says that when you 

behave like a lively person, you do not give the impression of a spiritual woman 

and vice versa. He means that the way we dress gives an impression of our 

personality and behavior. This is an indirect advice that she has to stick to one 

personality.  

 Extract (3):  https://youtu.be/DHPYL1mC65s 

Margret: “So after I left the show, I started actively looking for another job. I 

continued to put in applications, and I received a job offer as a substitute 

secretary. It's not an ideal position because I do need something full-time. 

However, it is a foot in the door somewhere else, and it's away from my 

company, which I'd much rather take”. 

Harvey: “So you resigned from the company? 

Margret: “So I put in my notice with the company. I'm still currently there 

because I haven't started my other position yet”. 

Explanation and Analysis 

https://youtu.be/H3cLi6AVQKQ
https://youtu.be/DHPYL1mC65s
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This is a conversation between Margret and Harvey where she talks about her 

problem. She wants to start fertility treatments to have a baby. She needs 

maternity leave when she is pregnant but her boss threatens her that she will not 

work for the company anymore if she takes this leave. So, she went to another 

company to arrange for a new position which she is not convinced of because it 

is a part-time job. She asks for advice. She uses an idiomatic expression 

concerning the new job “It is a foot in the door”, which is the source of 

ambiguity. According to the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary, this 

idiom means “to enter a business or organization at a low level”. This utterance 

is ambiguous because the maxim of manner is breached as she is obscure. This 

idiom has been used for the sake of euphemism. She would not love to say it 

frankly that the new job is of a low level and she does not like it. Still, she is not 

sure that she will accept this job.   

Extract (4) https://youtu.be/W_OJaxmcmuA 

Valentina: “……. he ignores me when I'm nice to him, but if I'm mean to him, 

he talks to me.” 

Harvey: “Anybody ever asks you was you crazy? We will tolerate crazy to get 

what we want”  

Explanation and Analysis  

In this example, Valentina talks to Harvey about her problem with the man she 

is dating. She says that when she is rude and mean to him, he is nice to her and 

when she respects him, he is not. This is something strange as a matter of fact. 

Harvey’s answer seems ambiguous. He asks Valentina if she has been told 

before that she is a crazy woman. At first glance, we cannot grasp why he is 

saying that. This is not a question that requires an answer. It is an indirect 

speech act of criticizing. Here, Harvey criticizes Valentina’s ideas and actions 

toward her man. He wants her to change that. This speech act is indirect because 

it has been put in the form of a question. It seems a question at first glance. 

Ambiguity is used for the sake of humorous effect. When you ask someone in 

front of others if he has been called by others a crazy person, you add a sense of 

humor.   

Extract (5): https://youtu.be/Ms2HJ1Vhr48 

TJ: “I'm TJ, I'm 28 years old. I have a great job, no kids, own place, I love to 

cook. My idea is I want to get married. Like I said, I'm 28. So, what I did, I'm 

very religious. So, I decided to be celibate. So, it's funny 'cause… I actually had 

young ladies that stopped talking to me. Because I was celibate. My question to 

you is, why am I single? But I go out, I'm just not a club person anymore. I did a 

lot in college.” 

Harvey: “As men, we're hunters. Women are not good hunters. Women don't 

like looking for men. So, you young soldier, don't seem to me like you doing any 

hunting. We're here, we just need to know that the prey is available.”  

Explanation and Analysis 

https://youtu.be/W_OJaxmcmuA
https://youtu.be/Ms2HJ1Vhr48
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TJ is a young man of 28 years old. He is asking Harvey why he cannot manage 

to get married. Steve Harvey’s answer seems ambiguous at first glance. He 

explains to him that men as hunters. He means that usually men seize the 

chance to get introduced to women to start the project of marriage. Men take the 

first step in these situations not women. So, the metaphorical use here is to 

encourage TJ to look for the right woman to think of getting marriage. Harvey 

aims to convince TJ of the fact that men are responsible for taking the first step 

to talking to women, and making good relationships with them, hoping for TJ to 

find a suitable woman for him as a wife. 

Another metaphorical use is when Harvey describes TJ as a soldier. He seems to 

be ironic because soldiers usually fight in battles and TJ has to be a fighter to 

get into a marriage relationship.  The third ambiguous word metaphoric used in 

this extract is the word prey. Since Harvey is describing men as hunters, he 

describes women as prey. Hunters look for prey to be their food. The use of this 

word refers to the first metaphorical use of the word hunters. The ambiguous 

metaphor here has the function of convincing. It adds a sense of humor to the 

whole conversation as well. Harvey is ironic when he describes TJ as a soldier 

since soldiers fight and attack enemies in battles, while TJ is not even trying to 

talk to a woman and complains that women do not approach and talk to him. 

Extract (6):  https://youtube.com/watch?v=Vs-pRtFBoi8&feature=share  

Woman: “In 2017, I opened an online business for plus-sized women selling 

clothes. Although my business is successful, my friends, they support me 

verbally, but they don't come to shows, even if they're free. They don't even 

share posts on social media. Should I feel some type of way that they're not 

supporting in other ways, or should I just let it go? 

Harvey: You should erase them from your life.”  

Woman: “Tell me how you do it”  

Harvey: “This is the way you do it. You get your phone out (….). I want you to 

put a dark dot next to their contact. The next person, they want something from 

you, but you can’t get anything from them. They’re 50-50 friends. And then the 

last person in your life is somebody that calls you that's always uplifting, always 

got your back, always trying to be encouraging, never judgemental, and they 

always bring light into the room. Delete and block all dark spots. Now take your 

50-50 friends. Delete 'em, block 'em. Now every time your phone rings, it's 

nothing but good news. Good people, good vibes, good energy. If you don't do 

that, you gon' keep dragging that dead weight around you”.  

Explanation and Analysis  

A woman is complaining to Harvey about her friends who did support her when 

she started her new business. He advises her to erase them from her life. She 

cannot consider them as friends anymore. Harvey uses two ambiguities in his 

conversation. The expression ‘bring light into the room’ means to bring 

something that makes things visible. This is a metaphor. He means that the 

people who ‘bring light into your room’ are supportive people and they fill your 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=Vs-pRtFBoi8&feature=share
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life with energy and support. They are good friends. The second metaphor is 

‘keep dragging that dead weight around you’. Harvey says that if you do not 

delete the negative people who are not supportive of your life, you will carry a 

burden that will make your life negative and dead. He means that if you do not 

erase the negative people from your life and do not put only those people who 

bring you energy, you will be full of negative energy, passive, and unable to 

live your life happily. You will lead a lifeless meaning of life if you do not 

delete those dead from your life. The effectiveness of his words lies in the 

allusion to those friends as dead because their role was negative in her life. The 

function of being ambiguous here is to be more effective in presenting the idea 

of the advice by giving such metaphors and allusions.  

 

Extract (7):  https://youtube.com/watch?v=FwWMjwGIK0A&feature=share  

Man: “So, I'm 38, and I'm a little reluctant to get into a relationship because 

the career isn't exactly where I wanted it be yet. And, you know, a relationship 

means possibly marriage. It means maybe kids. I don't know if I can necessarily 

afford kids right now. So, how do you just, you know, navigate finding 

somebody who understands that the grind is still in progress?” 

Harvey: “Now I know women that don't care and understand this, there are 

women who will climb in the trenches with you, if you have a viable plan. If you 

have potential and you have a real plan, and they can see that you got the grind 

and the hustle, it's a lot of women that'll get in that hole with you and try to get 

you to where you're trying to go to.” 

Explanation and Analysis  

This is a conversation between a man and Harvey where the man is asking for 

advice. He says that he is still starting his career life and he cannot get into a 

relationship with any woman because he is financially unstable. Getting into a 

relationship means primarily that they may have children and he is still not 

ready for that. Two metaphorical uses occur here. The first is uttered by the man 

asking for advice. He says “The grind is still in progress”. Literally, this 

expression means that the machine that breaks things into smaller pieces is still 

working. He means that he is financially not stable although he is a hard worker 

man. The function of this ambiguous utterance is to avoid embarrassment as it is 

difficult for men to admit that they do not have money or they are still working 

hard to achieve a financial settlement. The second metaphor is used by Harvey 

when he says that there are women who are ready to “climb in the trenches with 

you”. He means that there are women who are ready to tolerate financial 

problems and poverty with their husbands and are ready to help them by 

working and supporting the men they are with. The function of this ambiguous 

sentence is to add a rhetorical level of efficiency.  

Extract (8): https://youtu.be/qUf2Tq2PMGg  

Maggie: “My question here is my brother's been dating his girlfriend for about 

three years now and he's about to pop the question in June, and he's asked me 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=FwWMjwGIK0A&feature=share
https://youtu.be/qUf2Tq2PMGg
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to help him find a ring however it's not that I don't necessarily like her but I feel 

like she's kind of shady. (…..). You know what she actually said during a family 

outing? She said that if he were to ask that then he's not the right fit for her so 

and I get it you know I think as women we are all I guess secretly gold diggers 

we all want a guy that's going to provide”  

Steve: “You actually said that out loud on TV?” 

Explanation and Analysis 

Maggie has a brother who is about to marry his girlfriend who has been dating 

for about three years. She feels that her brother’s girlfriend wants to marry 

Maggie’s brother for his money not for love. She accuses her brother’s 

girlfriend of being greedy and looking for money. She uses a metaphor saying 

that women are looking for rich men to marry as gold diggers look for gold. She 

wants to highlight women’s greed. The function of ambiguity has an 

exaggerated effect as gold is very expensive. When a woman thinks to marry a 

man for his money, she does not love him but she loves his money.  

Extract (9): https://youtu.be/VWqXAD4HPCs  

Marjorie: “me and my boyfriend have been together for almost three years we 

both were single parents I have a son who's nine years old and he has two 

daughters who are teenagers whom he's raised all of their lives though things 

are really good now. one of my biggest fears is one day hearing you're not my 

mother which will totally break my heart what advice would you give me”  

Harvey: well see, Marjorie and I have a blended family I had that happen to 

me, Oh my youngest son when he was 13 he said to me one time you ain't my 

daddy I said…I came in here to rescue your mama I'm her knight in shining 

armor”.  

Explanation and Analysis  

Marjorie is asking Harvey for advice because she is afraid if she got married to 

her boyfriend, she would one day hear from his daughters that she is not their 

real mother. Harvey uses an idiomatic expression in his response to her saying 

he had already passed through such a situation. The expression ‘knight in 

shining armor’ means that he rescued the boy’s mother and her children from 

many difficult situations that they encounter. It means that such a person is 

kind, brave, and supportive. The function of being ambiguous in this extract is 

for the sake of convincing the hearer. He compares himself to a knight and he 

deserves respect and acknowledgment.  

Extract (10): https://youtube.com/watch?v=MMfEqsFkfCo&feature=share  

Woman: “Hey Steve, my husband Derrick and I are here today and we are a 

blended family.  And we have one child who breaks all the rules. So, he's 

causing a lot of chaos, not just in our home, but also in his dad's home.  

Harvey: “Well, what kind of trouble is he getting in?” 

Woman: “He's getting in trouble.  He sneaks in and out of the house, he 

smokes, he took his grandmother's car without her permission. The police have 

https://youtu.be/VWqXAD4HPCs
https://youtube.com/watch?v=MMfEqsFkfCo&feature=share
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brought him home probably six times, so he's escaped trouble every time. So, 

he's had a saving grace every time” 

Harvey: “When a boy's missing his father, there's a hole in his soul the shape of 

his dad. That's the problem, and that's the problem for your husband.” 

Explanation and Analysis  

The woman complains about her husband’s son who is a troublemaker. Harvey 

uses the expression ‘a hole in his soul’ to mean that the son has a broken heart. 

The literal meaning of this expression is that there is a gap in the solid body. 
The boy has a broken heart because of the broken relationship between his 

mother and father. They are separated and each has his or her own life. The 

image of the father is broken inside the boy which makes the son unstable in his 

behaviors. The function of this ambiguity is to exaggerate because it is 

impossible to have a hole in one’s soul literally.  

 

4. Conclusions 

The following conclusions are found upon analyzing the data: 

1. Pragmatic ambiguity in Harvey’s Talk Shows consists of using 

metaphorical images and idiomatic expressions in the first place. 

2. Pragmatic ambiguity in Harvey’s Talk Shows is bidirectional which 

means that the guest or Harvey may use ambiguous sentences in their 

conversation. The functions in both cases are similar. This assures the 

fact that ambiguity is an inescapable phenomenon in language use.   

3. The use of idioms is a peculiar feature of the colloquial language used in 

the shows which is the American.  

4. It seems that there is a difference between pragmatic ambiguity for 

natives and non-natives. All the instances under analysis are described as 

ambiguous in terms of the understanding of non-native speakers of 

English. Perhaps natives would see them as not ambiguous. For non-

native speakers, a dictionary should be used to disambiguate these 

utterances.  

5. Ambiguity in Harvey’s Talk Shows adds a rhetorical level to the 

conversations as figurative language is utilized like the use of metaphors 

and ironies.  

6. The main function of ambiguity is to convince the audience of one’s point 

of view or for the sake of euphemisms. This can be ascribed to the fact 

that the conversations are of a sensitive nature as they are personal 

problems where the speakers look for solutions.  

7. The functions of ambiguity can be inferred from the context itself. There 

is no fixed list of such functions. 

8. Hearers are usually good at disambiguating utterances in contexts. 
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documentation, and the researcher must follow the rules of citation, 

documenting sources, and scientific research ethics in accordance with this 

system. 

2- The research sources are written on a separate page or pages, arranged 

according to the approved principles, as follows: the author's surname, name, 

(year of publication), book title, edition number (3rd edition), publishing house, 

place of publication (city), see (APA system for documenting sources ) and for 

more information (https://www.apa.org). 

3- Research papers should be written through the (Microsoft Word 2010) 

program in (Arabic simplified) font for research written in Arabic, and 

(Times New Roman) font for research written in English, and size (14) bold 

for main and subheadings, provided that the space between lines is (1). 

4- The research papers written in Arabic and other languages other than English 

should contain an abstract in English (Abstract) of no more than (200) words 

preceded by the title of the research, the name of the researcher and his place of 

work in English, as well as the keywords as well. And  the researches that are 

written in English contain an abstract in Arabic that does not exceed (200) 

words preceded by the title of the research, the name of the researcher and his 

place of work in Arabic as well. 

5- The research must be original and not previously published in another 

journal, and the researcher must sign a pledge form in this regard and agree to 

transfer the research publishing rights to the journal if the research is accepted 

for publication. 

6- The author is given exclusive rights to the journal, including printing, paper 

and electronic publication of the research. 

7- Write in the center of the first page of the research the following: 
a- The title of the search 

b- The researcher's name and scientific title 

C-The place of work of the researcher 

D- The researcher's email 

E- Keywords 

8- The researcher presents a CD with (3) paper copies of the research. 

 

 



 

 

Reviewers’ Guide 

 

Prior to the review process, the reviewer is urged to ascertain whether the 

research sent to him/her falls within his/her scientific specialization or not. If 

the research is within his scientific specialization, does the reviewer have 

enough time to complete the review process, as the review process should not 

exceed ten days? After the reviewer approves the review process and completes 

it during the specified period, please carry out the review process according to 

the following criteria: 

1. Is the research original and important to be published in the journal. 

2-  whether the research conforms to the general standards of the journal and   

its publishing regulations.  

3- Is the idea of the research discussed in previous studies? If yes, please  

     refer to those studies. 

4 - The title of the research  expresses  the research itself and its content. 

5- Whether the abstract of the research clearly describes the content and the  

idea of the research. 

6- Does the introduction in the research describe what the author wants to  

     reach and clarify it precisely , and whether the author explained what the  

problem he studied. 

7- The author's discussion of the conclusion of his research in a scientific and  

convincing manner. 

8- The review process must be blind-review and the author is not viewed of  any 

aspect of it. 

9- If the reviewer wishes to discuss the research with another reviewer, the  

    editor shall be notified. 

10. There should be no direct communication and discussion between the 

reviewer and the author in relation to his published research, and the reviewer's 

comments should be sent to the author through the editor of the journal. 

11. If the reviewer considers that the research is based on previous studies, the 

reviewer must reveal these studies to the editor in the journal. 

12- The reviewer's observations and recommendations will depend on them, 

mainly in the decision to accept the research for publication or not. The 

reviewer is also requested to make a specific reference to the paragraph that 

requires a minor modification that may be made by the editorial board and 

those that need to be modified by the author himself. 
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